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A DEDICATION
We dedicate this report to the memory of Ava Charne z”l,  

who dedicated 32+ years to The Bronfman Fellowship and passed away  
in November 2024. We will honor Ava’s legacy,  

inspired by her passion and commitment to this community.



The past year has marked extraordinary 

growth for The Bronfman Fellowship. At a time of 

profound global uncertainty, political polarization, 

war in Israel, and a rise in anti-Semitism around 

the world, our work cultivating pluralistic 

leadership has never been more urgently 

needed. Drawing from 39 years of experience 

nurturing Jewish community and leadership, 

we expanded our reach in 2024: deepening the 

core Fellowship experience for teens from North 

America and Israel, launching a groundbreaking 

new campus program for Jewish college students, 

strengthening the global impact of our 1,500+ 

alumni network, and continuing to cultivate the 

Israeli-North American relationship.
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The Bronfman Fellowship cultivates Jewish leaders in Israel  
and North America, providing spaces for them to imagine  
authentic leadership and foster pluralism. We began as a 
summer program, but today, our impact is much deeper  
and focuses on four initiatives: The Bronfman Fellowship,  
Amitei Bronfman, Campus Commons, and the Alumni  
Leadership Network.

The Fellowship Year

Each year, the Bronfman Fellowship brings together a diverse and talented 
cohort of Jewish teenagers from North America and Israel, equipping them 
with Jewish wisdom, transformative experiences, deep mentorship, and 
a powerful peer community. At the heart of our approach is a profound 
commitment to Positive Pluralism and Existential Torah – engaging 
participants in open, honest, and courageous dialogue across difference, 
grounded in text and tradition, to explore the most compelling questions 
of the human experience.

Fellows emerge empowered to bring their full selves into the world 
and to lead with integrity, compassion, and creativity, both in their own 
communities and their careers. Embodying the Bronfman approach, these 
leaders evolve into some of the most inspiring Jewish innovators and 
influencers of our time.

Let’s take a look at highlights from our recent cohorts.

2023 Cohort Highlights

Our 2023 North American Fellows gathered in January for the program’s 
first-ever West Coast Winter Seminar at Urban Adamah in Berkeley, 
California, immersing in a culture of innovation and creativity. As always, 
the Winter Seminar provided opportunities for connection, reflection, 
deep text study, and immersive discussions. Immersed in Jewish learning, 
music, art, and communal reflection, Fellows explored themes of identity 
and resilience—deepened by open and thoughtful discussions around the 
Israel-Hamas war and how it has impacted their lives.

Broadening Our Portfolio, Expanding Worldviews

Above: The 2023 Fellows and Amitim at the Spring Context Seminar
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The Israeli Amitim had equally impactful and meaningful opportunities for 
exploration throughout their Fellowship year. In addition, shortly before 
Passover, they traveled to the U.S., reuniting with the 2023 Fellows at the 
Holmes Retreat Center in upstate New York. 

This year the Israeli delegation was likely the only group of Israeli teens  
to travel to the U.S. since the war began, and we increased security  
and support for their trip. For many, this journey provided strength  
and healing as they reflected on the changes they’ve undergone  
since the war and felt the embrace of the American Jewish community.

2024 Cohort Highlights

Our 38th North American cohort included Fellows from 10 states and  
D.C., representing the full spectrum of Jewish identity and observance, 
including Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, Just Jewish and secularly/
culturally Jewish. Approximately 60% of them attended public or non-
sectarian private schools, with about 40% attending either yeshiva 
or pluralistic day schools. Nearly a quarter of the Fellows were from 
households that include other faith backgrounds. 

in Israel, despite immense challenges—including staff serving on reserve 
duty and applicants evacuating homes—we had a record number of 
applicants and 22 remarkable teens from diverse backgrounds were 
selected for the 2024 Amitim cohort.

In North America, we held a retreat for the educational team in May.  
The esteemed educational team for 2024 included many alumni:

• Rabbi Hannah Kapnik Ashar, Director of Faculty, the founder and 
director of Rahmana, a women’s prayer initiative (Bronfman 2004); 

• Community Managers Rafi Ellenson (a Hebrew College  
Rabbinical student and 2011 Bronfman alum) and Tal Toren  
(a 2015 Israeli alumna);  

• Dr. Jonathan Marc Gribetz, associate professor in Near Eastern 
and Judaic Studies at Princeton University (Bronfman 1997);  Dr. 
Alexander Kaye, Assistant Professor of Israel Studies at Brandeis, 
who joined as a guest teacher; 

• Dr. Evan Parks, faculty member at Columbia University and  
now Bronfman’s North American Director of Education  
(Bronfman 2005). 

The Fellows also participated in arts workshops led by contemporary 
Jewish artists including: 

• Anat Keinan, a multidisciplinary artist; 
• Joshua Meyer, an acclaimed painter (Bronfman 1991) ; and 
• Marisa Scheinfeld, photographer and founder of Borscht Belt 

Historical Marker Project.

Israeli Senior Faculty included:

• Zurit Buskila, who leads the Kolot Beit Midrash and teaches 
Jewish Studies at Ono Academic College;  

• Rabbi Dr. Rani Jaeger, a research fellow, faculty member, 
and head of the recently formed Ritual Center at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute; and  

• Rabbanit Dr. Michal Tikochinsky, one of the leading women 
Talmud scholars and educators in the world today.
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Due to the ongoing uncertainty around security in Israel, the 2024 Fellowship 
Summer for the North American Fellows took place primarily as a domestic 
program in Maryland, NYC, and Boston, with an optional trip to Israel at the 
end of July, giving the Fellows an unparalleled opportunity to delve deeply 
into the Jewish experience in both America and Israel. 

During their time in Israel, the North American and Israeli Fellows met  
for some deep conversations in small groups, and listened to a session 
on Israeli-American relations led by former Bronfman Co-Director Mishael 
Zion. It was a meaningful time for both groups, as they shared thoughts, 
asked questions, and got to know each other as individuals.

Through the fall and winter of 2024, the North American Fellows  
continued to have monthly virtual meetings, and the Israeli Fellows  
had several in-person seminars in Israel.

Above: The 2024 Fellows and Amitim meeting in person in Israel.

RECRUITING OUR FELLOWSHIP  
COHORTS: A SNAPSHOT
For the 2024 Bronfman Fellowship cohort:
North America, number of completed applications: 181

• Number of applicants interviewed: 74
• Deadline: December 4, 2023
• Number of apps completed the previous year: 186

Israel, number of completed applications: 342
• Number of applicants interviewed: 63
• Deadline: January 14, 2024
• Number of apps completed the previous year: 311 

We returned to doing in-person interviews in North America, and 
finalists also participated in virtual group workshops; in Israel, we 
conducted in-person group workshops and then virtual interviews.
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The 2024 Fellows and Amitim meeting in person in Israel.

It was simply interesting to see the Americans’ PERSPECTIVE ON ISRAEL. I realized that  
someone’s opinion—even if they’re not directly involved in the events—doesn’t have  
to be disconnected or irrelevant. It can actually help offer a more OBJECTIVE perspective. 
(Sometimes being too close can actually get in the way.)

2024 ISRAELI BRONFMAN FELLOW
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Campus Commons: Building Bridges  
with Jewish Wisdom
2024 marked the launch of our first major new program in 25 years: 
Campus Commons: Building Bridges with Jewish Wisdom, an immersive 
leadership initiative for Jewish college students navigating deep divides on 
campus. Combining Jewish text study with social psychology and conflict 
resolution tools, the program empowers students to foster pluralistic, 
inclusive communities.

Campus Commons provided an immersive in-person retreat at Isabella 
Freedman, six virtual sessions, and support for creating implementation 
projects on home campuses where students learn real-world skills in 
bringing people together. The pilot cohort of 31 students with diverse 
Jewish backgrounds from 27 campuses across the U.S. and Canada 
reported extraordinary outcomes:

• 93% would recommend the program
• 86% are more likely to seek out Jewish community
• 97% gained greater insights into their strengths or motivations 

as a bridge builder
• 100% said they are now likely to establish relationships with 

people who hold positions contradictory to their own

We selected six students for campus implementation projects, which 
included a dinner series where students from a range of Jewish 
perspectives came together to cultivate connections and engage in Israel-
Palestine dialogue; and a project in which students were encouraged 
to respond to posters around several campuses that posed engaging 
questions around pluralism and join in dialogue groups.

Most significantly, UJA-NY has awarded Bronfman a grant of $250,000  
to expand Campus Commons in 2025 to a total of 80 participants, in  
two cohorts of 40 each. 

Growing Our Educational Team  
to Reach More Young People
Educators are a core part of our community, and our esteemed and 
pluralistic team of educators model open-minded engagement, serve  
as role models and mentors, and are as excited to learn from those they  
teach as our participants are to learn from them. On the North American 
side, Sophia Adler Varon joined the Bronfman team as Manager of 
Strategic Initiatives to lead Campus Commons in September, and  
Dr. Evan Parks joined as Director of Education in October. In Israel,  
Adi Feldman joined as Manager of Recruitment & Bogrim Community. 

We ENVISION a future led by 
people who see the world through  

a lens broader than their own,  
and who value Jewish learning  

as an instrument for DISCOVERY, 
CREATIVITY, and CHANGE.
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Strengthening Community and Elevating Our Impact

Expanding Our Reach
Over the past 39 years, The Bronfman Fellowship has built a reputation 
for creating a unique Jewish learning experience for young people that is 
both heartfelt and intellectual – and most significantly – is transformative in 
shaping Fellows’ long-term commitments to Jewish life and appreciation 
for Jewish pluralism. 

At the same time, the Jewish community and the world have a growing 
need for educators and an educational model that opens young people  
up to self-inquiry, intellectual challenge, and an eagerness for dialogue 
with people who are different from them.

We have successfully raised our organizational profile in Israel and  
America and provided training and guidance to the field related to  
our expertise in pluralism, the Israel-America Jewish relationship,  
and the experiences of young Israelis. Our efforts have increased 
opportunities for us to host panels and workshops at high-profile 
conferences and convenings in both North America and Israel.  

IN 2024, THE BRONFMAN  
FELLOWSHIP:
• Hosted 46 events reaching 1,646 people across  

North America and Israel
• Brought 7 Israeli alumni to the U.S. for a powerful  

speaking tour engaging 600+ people
• Published 45 first-person accounts from Israeli  

alumni post-October 7, offering an authentic  
lens into Israeli society

• Grew our mentorship and coaching programs,  
alumni gatherings, and educational team

• Deepened our public presence with workshops  
and panels at major Jewish convenings

The next generation of Jewish leaders does not want to be told what to think. They want to engage, 
to wrestle, to ask difficult questions and to find their own paths forward. They understand that 
complexity is not a weakness but a strength. And if we are willing to listen — really listen — to  
their wisdom, we may just find the solutions we so desperately need.

BECKY VOORWINDE, CEO
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Highlights Include:

• Facilitated a discussion with a panel of 15 bogrim for approximately 
50 attendees at a Jewish Funders Network event in Israel on “A 
War of Young People: Voices and Perspectives from Emerging 
Israeli Leaders.” 

• Provided Bronfman pluralism consulting for staff members of 
several Jewish non-profits. 

• Presented on the bogrim reverse mentoring program for  
30 community directors in Israel.

• Delivered a workshop about pluralism at the Prizmah Conference  
in February; our proposal was one of a small number selected  
out of hundreds. 

• Led a number of training sessions about alumni engagement, 
mentoring and selecting talent at: The National Library, Tel Aviv 
University, Kaye College for Education & the Alumni Forum. 

• Hosted two screening events of 
the documentary, I Have a Name, 
produced by the President of  
The Samuel Bronfman Foundation, 
Adam R. Bronfman, in New York 
City and San Francisco. Each 
screening event was attended 
by a diverse audience of 
alumni, parents, supporters and 
community partners, and featured 
a facilitated conversation with 
Bronfman CEO Becky Voorwinde 
and Adam Bronfman. 

• CEO Rebecca Voorwinde spoke at 
the Hillel International General Assembly in Boston on a panel  
about youth leadership .

Above: Panelists at the Jewish Funders Network conference.

Above: Invitation for the screening 
of I Have a Name.
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Bronfman Community Developments
Our community programming helped to meet the moment and respond 
to critical needs. In Israel this included launching small regional groups for 
localized support and community, continuing our resiliency coaching and 
reverse mentoring. In the U.S. we also hosted a series of article discussion 
groups and text studies to explore the news and its context as realities 
unfolded.

We held a total of 46 events with 1,646 participants as follows:

• In North America, The Bronfman Fellowship hosted 32 events 
with approximately 1,260 participants in 2024 (this includes 
about 600 people who met with the bogrim during their  
U.S. speaking tour).

• In Israel, we hosted 14 events with 386 participants. 

Growing Our Network of Leaders

Our alumni are among today’s brightest Jewish innovators, influencers, 
authors, artists, entrepreneurs, and community leaders.  

The Alumni Venture Fund supports their projects, changing communities  
across the world with MEANINGFUL JEWISH LEADERSHIP.

Above: Alumni at NYC Happy Hour. 
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BOGRIM SPEAKING TRIP  
TO THE U.S.
In November 2024, the Fellowship brought seven young Israeli 
leaders from Amitei Bronfman to the U.S. to speak directly with 
American Jews about their personal experiences since October 
7. They talked candidly about their hopes and fears for the future, 
while also bringing the stories and perspectives of American Jews 
back home with them to Israel. The historic group included Moshe 
Yehuda Akerman ‘15, Oz Bin Nun ‘15, Tali Griksharts ‘19, Maayan Or 
Hoch ‘19, Shiri Klayman ‘17, Alma Klemes ‘16, and Paz Bendek ‘13 as 
Staff. During their whirlwind tour in New York and Miami, the bogrim 
engaged in 12 speaking events, with approximately 600 people 
getting to hear their powerful stories firsthand.

Their speaking events included: Ramaz High School, SAR High School, 
Hunter College Hillel, Beit Rabban Middle School, Shefa Middle 
School, Park Avenue Synagogue B’nai Mitzvah class and parents, 
discussion at the home of Rachel Bluth ‘91, discussion at the home of 
Mojdeh Khaghan and Robert Danial in Miami, and a public event at 
Loft29 in NYC. The bogrim also participated in the North American 
Young Alumni Weekend.

The Bogrim Trip was sponsored by Kevin Botton ‘10, Debbie and 
Michael Joseph (‘07 parents), Felix & Kira Sheinerman (Board member 
and ‘17 parents), and Carrie & Roberto Woldenberg (Board member 
and ‘22 parents). Four alumni families hosted the bogrim in NYC. ■

Above: Becky Voorwinde and the Bogrim Delegation.
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Alumni Venture Fund
Established more than 20 years ago, the Alumni Venture Fund (AVF) 
remains the only collaborative mini-grantmaking program of its kind that 
involves deliberations between Israelis and Americans for small alumni-led 
projects that advance the Fellowship’s values. In 2024, the AVF recognized 
10 diverse projects led by alumni from Israel and North America, 
representing cohorts from 2003 to 2020. Funds raised from our community 
enable us to provide peer-supported grants of $2,000 for each project, 
totaling $20,000 in distributed funds. The year’s grant cycle was dedicated 
to the memory of Oriya Ayimalk Goshen z”l (Amitei Bronfman ‘19), who 
was killed in 2023 while serving in the IDF. Rachel Bluth ’91 donated 
$10,000 to the AVF as part of a matching campaign.

ALUMNI VENTURE FUND  
PROGRAM SPOTLIGHTS
Shiri Klayman’s (Amitei Bronfman ‘17) AVF project is “I Will Always 
Be: A Home for IDF Paramedics,” which seeks to support the Israeli 
military paramedics community by offering psychological assistance, 
commemorating those who died in the line of service, and leading 
communal gatherings. The project is led by Shiri, a paramedic herself, 
and her friends who serve as military paramedics. The grant was used to 
create a website for the project. 

Abby Fisher’s (Bronfman ‘18) AVF project is “Leave if No Response,” 
a play based on Abby’s own experiences. It deals with coming of age 

with two identities, Jewish and queer, and seeks to present a wide 
spectrum of dynamic identity combinations. A production of the play 
will be held this summer in NYC. The AVF grant helped promote the 
play and strengthen its creative community. ■

Above: An image from Shiri Klayman’s AVF project.

Above: An image from Abby Fisher’s AVF project.
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Amplifying Israeli Voices
We have been publishing accounts written by young bogrim since  
October 7, to amplify the voices of our community to help demonstrate  
the complexity and multi-faceted nature of Israeli society. As of the end  
of 2024, the Fellowship had emailed 45 installments of these accounts  
to people in the wider Bronfman community. Examples of these accounts 
include a clinical social worker who struggled to create a safe space for  
her patients when she herself felt there was no safe space, a young  
woman who decided to move back to her family farm on the Gaza 
Envelope after being evacuated, and an account from a former radio  
news editor who was one of the first people to break the news of what 
was happening on October 7th. 

The response has been overwhelmingly positive, with many people telling 
us they were more impactful than media coverage in understanding the 
war and the situation in Israel.

Everywhere you look for Jewish 
innovation, you’ll find a Bronfman  
alum leading the way—this is not  

an accident. IT’S BY DESIGN.

A Selection from Our  
Israeli Alumni Accounts

“Being Israeli today means living with duality. I can 
mourn the deaths of my friends and the destruction of a 
place that I called home, while simultaneously believing 
that the way our government is operating right now is 
unjust and inhumane. Recognizing the situation in Gaza 
doesn’t negate my pain over those losses or my desire 
to help my community. We are genuinely fighting for 
our lives, while also fighting against our government. 

We are trying to break free from this cycle of violence.”
— Raz Liani (Amitei Bronfman ’19)

“There may be no limit to how much sorrow we can 
bear, but there is a limit to how much complexity we 
can process. To feel such immense grief, pain, and anx-
iety while also confronting the parts of ourselves that 
cause harm or contribute to such suffering in others—
and then to imagine ourselves in their shoes—is too 
complex for most of us to handle.”

— Gal Arad (Amitei Bronfman ’04)

“What we’re dealing with now is a struggle to pre-
serve our humanity. Part of insisting on being human is 
not only holding on to your own views and sense of jus-
tice, but also recognizing humanity on all sides. Even in 
acts of monstrosity, no one here is a monster. These are 
the actions of people. Throughout history, people have 
committed both terrible and triumphant acts. So, I hold 
on to humanity, to the complexity and contradictions, 

and I try to use them to build something that may do some good.”

— Neta Polizer (Amitei Bronfman ‘05)
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Alumni Mentorship
Through the Bronfman mentoring program, young alumni receive  
guidance not only in their professional lives but also in areas such as 
family, Judaism, and personal growth. By harnessing the power of this 
intergenerational community, this program helps alumni have an even 
greater impact on Jewish life and the world. 

In North America, the seventh cycle of the Bronfman mentorship  
program was launched, with 11 pairs (22 participants) sharing wisdom  
with each other about jobs, family, and Jewish life.

In Israel, resiliency coaching was offered to alumni, with 13 bogrim 
receiving coaching and five bogrim therapists participating in training 
as coaches. American alumna Dr. Gavri Rosen Kellerman conducted the 
training based on her expertise in the science of positive psychology.  
The mentoring program there continued with three pairs (six participants), 
and the reverse mentoring program with one pair (two participants).

LA Learning Circle: Sharing Torah  
with Young Adults
For the first time ever, we launched a learning circle for a mix of alumni  
and other peers aged 25-32. This pilot brought together a mix of young 
adults in the LA area for monthly gatherings to study Jewish text, led 
by Rabbi Morris Panitz, and build community with time for dinner and 
socializing. We hope to expand these circles to other cities in future years.

Young Alumni Weekend  
and Shabbat Bogrim
We are deeply committed to maximizing impact for the first decade 
post-Fellowship Year, when alumni are making critical life and leadership 
decisions and seeking community. At this point in their lives, connection 
to the Fellowship can most strongly influence how young alumni access 
Jewish community and their decisions about how to use their skills,  
talents, and passions.

As part of this commitment, Bronfman hosts annual gatherings for both 
North American and Israeli young alumni: 

• In North America, 65 college-age alumni attended our Young Alumni 
Weekend, November 15-17, at the Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat 
Center in Connecticut.  

• In Israel, about 100 people attended Shabbat Bogrim on July 12, 
a gathering for cohorts 2018 to 2023, along with nearly the entire 
educational team from the past six years.

... the Shabbat Bogrim… was wonderful 
and fulfilling. It was emotional to  

engage with this year and the war,  
not from apolitical or military  

perspective, but from an EMOTIONAL, 
PHILOSOPHICAL, AND ETHICAL ONE,  
with Bronfman’s unique atmosphere.

AN ISRAELI ALUM WHO ATTENDED THE SHABBAT BOGRIM
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Above: Alumni at the Young Alumni Weekend at Isabella Freedman.
 

This was a much needed RECHARGE FOR MY SOUL. Being together with multiple generations 
of Bronfman in the same place where I did the fellowship years ago… there’s truly not another 
community with this kind of soul and I love it so much.

KATJE BULTHUIS, NORTH AMERICAN ALUM WHO ATTENDED THE YOUNG ALUMNI WEEKEND
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- 
The Bronfman Fellowship rose to the challenge of successfully fundraising during a difficult year that included the ongoing war in Gaza  
and Lebanon and the presidential election. We raised $576,149 from 459 donors in 2024, exceeding our fundraising goal of $500,000.

     ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

$1,000,000

$800,000

$600,000

$400,000

$200,000

0
2023 Goal

$465,000
$551,350 $500,000

$576,149

$1,000,000

2023 Total 2024 Goal 2024 Total 2025 Goal

Strengthening Our Culture of Philanthropy 
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2024 Fundraising Highlights
In 2024, we maintained a relationship-oriented approach to fundraising, 
focusing on authentic donor cultivation while also strengthening our 
fundraising infrastructure. In addition, our success has been strengthened 
by the Board’s growing and active role in fundraising. 

As we cultivate new institutional funders in addition to The Samuel 
Bronfman Foundation, we secured a grant from UJA-NY of $95,000 to  
help launch Campus Commons, which was increased to $250,000 in  
2025 to support expansion of the program.

Foundation  
Grants 2024

THE SAMUEL BRONFMAN FOUNDATION GRANT .......$2,381,845

ANONYMOUS FOUNDATION GRANT ...............................$156,000  

UJA GRANT ...........................................................................$95,000

TOTAL .........................................................................$2,632,845

Peer to Peer Leadership.  
The ‘23 Fellows, inspired by their transformative experience, 
decided that they wanted to create a legacy of supporting the 
incoming Fellows, launching a peer-led fundraising campaign 
to purchase beautiful notebooks for the ‘24 Fellows. They 
raised over $500, and have inspired a tradition for the ‘24 
Fellows to inherit.
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Cultivating New Donors
Bronfman leadership, including Board members, are actively cultivating 
funders to support our new programming. During the year, we traveled 
across the country for meaningful profile-raising, donor cultivation events in 
NYC, Miami, Chicago, LA and San Francisco. Events ranged from intimate 
house parlors to larger scale “Taste of Campus Commons” gatherings. 

In our first-ever Bronfman Giving Day (October 29, 2024), launched around 
a Board member’s matching gift, we raised $58,158, with 147 alumni and 
parent donors making gifts. This exceeded our original goal of $36,000. 
The phone-a-thon engaged ‘24 Fellows and young alumni, who led the 
way as enthusiastic fundraisers. The response to their calls to alumni, 
parents, and family members was overwhelming.

For existing and new donors who care deeply about Bronfman’s mission, 
our new initiatives offer naming opportunities and other meaningful ways 
to designate support for specific projects.

Donors by Constituency 

119 (26%)
191 (41.5%)
95 (20.5%)
53 (12%)
458

Parent  
Donors
26%

Alumni Donors  
North America 
41.5%

Alumni  
Donors Israel
20.5%

Other
12%

Donors Support Thriving Visiting  
Artist Program.  
Over the past three years, Bronfman has sparked creativity 
through its Visiting Arts program, which brings artists from  
a diverse range of mediums, to lead workshops for the 
Fellows. Rachel Farbiarz ‘94 and her husband Alexander Laskey 
led with a three-year gift, which spurred Emil ‘94 and Joanna 
Kleinhaus and Jacob Sadikman ‘94 and Samara Enchin, to join 
the effort. 
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Individual Donors 2024

Total donations from  
Small Donor Households

$67,062

Chevruta Society Households: 51 
Total household giving $1800+

Small Donors Households: 396  
Total household giving under $1800

Total donations from 
Chevruta Society Donor Households

$401,982
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2024 Budget
Total Expenses: $3,106,017

Development/
Funder Relations  
9%

Fellowship  
Year and 
Recruitment 57%

Alumni 
Engagement 
14%

Campus  
Commons 7%

Admin/
Overhead 
14%

One of the most powerful  
aspects of the bronfman 

experience is that it  
provides a space for REAL  

CONVERSATIONS, VIEWPOINT 
DIVERSITY, AND PRODUCTIVE 
DISAGREEMENT— something 

that is increasingly rare in 
schools and society at large.  

We believe that this is 
something to be nurtured. 

HILARY CAPLAN SOMORJAI (BOARD MEMBER)  
AND JOHN SOMORJAI, P’19
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Looking Ahead
The Bronfman Fellowship is a growing community of thinkers, doers,  
and bridge-builders committed to shaping a more compassionate  
and connected Jewish future.

In a time marked by division and uncertainty for the future, Bronfman 
stands as a beacon of hope, demonstrating what’s possible when we  
lead with courage, curiosity, and care. 

At Bronfman, we are cultivating the next generation of Jewish and  
civic leaders. Together with our community of alumni, friends and 
supporters, we are creating a future where leaders navigate complexity, 
embrace diverse perspectives, and drive positive change within and 
beyond the Jewish community. 

Our goal to raise $1 million in 2025-26 is ambitious, but achievable,  
with the support of our visionary community. This is the moment for  
bold action – JOIN US IN BUILDING OUR SHARED FUTURE, TOGETHER.

Above: The 2024 Bronfman Fellows.



22   I   THE BRONFMAN FELLOWSHIP   

Donors 
Thank you for your 
continued support  
and commitment.
$50,000+
Adam and Cindy Bronfman, P’04
The Samuel Bronfman Foundation
Daniel Shulman ‘07 and Lauren Opatowski
UJA-Federation of New York

$10,000 - $49,999
Rachel Bluth ‘91 and Derek Smith, P’19
Samuel and Kelly Bronfman
Yoni Engelhart ‘96 and Talia Gelbart
Rachel Farbiarz ‘94 and Alexander Laskey
Sara Leventhal Fleiss ‘97 and Peter Fleiss
Debbie and Michael Joseph, P’07
Noam ‘01 and Aviva Lockshin
Hilary Caplan Somorjai and John Somorjai, P’19
Ariel Groveman Weiner ‘96 and  
  Joshua Weiner, P’22
Roberto and Carrie Woldenberg, P’22
Elisheva ‘97 and Conan Yuan

$5,000 - $9,999
Rafi Bildner ‘10
Etan Cohen ‘91 and Emily Bowen-Cohen, P’21
Adam ‘96 and Laura Magnus

Above: ‘24 Fellows in the Negev.
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Alisa Mall ‘94 and Ari Rosenberg
Noah Oppenheim ‘95 and Allison Rodbell
Aaron Rosenberg ‘94
Joshua ‘98 and Gemma Segal
Kira and Felix Sheinerman, P’17
Donya ‘97 and Igor ‘91 Timofeyev
Jonathan Wachter ‘96 and Sarah Lieber
Larry Hirschfield and Michele Warman, P’22
Harry Wexner ‘12

$1,800 - $4,999
Allie Alperovich ‘93 and Yuri Simon
Rachel Baruch ‘12 and Matthew Grella
Karen and Timothy Bock, P’18, P’20
Kevin Yedid Botton ‘10
Michael Brown ‘92 and Tanya Melillo
David Cohen and Ellen Goodman, P’22
Ben and Rona Cosgrove, P’22
Susan and Paul Danziger, P’23
Alisa and Dan Doctoroff, P’05
Jeffrey Goldberg and Pamela Reeves,  
  P’14, P’16, P’18
Susanna Goldfinger ‘96
Jonathan and Lisa Goodman, P’21
Amy and Joe Grinstein, P’23
Daniel Handler ‘87 and Lisa Brown
Andy Katzman ‘93 and Sarah Cowan ‘97
Tyler Kaye ‘13
Gabriella Rosen Kellerman ‘97  
  and Jesse Kellerman
Jeff Kessler ‘09 and Talya Koschitzky
Yehuda Kurtzer ‘93 and Stephanie Ives

Greg Litt and Elana Rosenberg, P’24
Hallie Loeb ‘87
Dana ‘89 and Yossi Raucher
Simon and Melanie Roselaar, P’16, P’24
Craig and Lindsey Schwabe
Daniel Silverberg ‘91 and Sarah Gershman
Ari Simon ‘97
Dan Smokler ‘96 and Erin Leib Smokler
Becky ‘97 and Michael Voorwinde
Jessica Wachter and Michael Kahana, P’23
Veronica and Howard Wiseman, P’17
David Klein and Robin Wolk, P’23

$1,000 - $1,799
Robert and Carolyn Carlson, P’18
Gail Daumit and Ron Minsk, P’20
Yitz Landes ‘05 and Daphna Ezrachi ‘05
Ned Foss and Margaret Inderhees
Andy and Jan Groveman, P’96
Miriam and Jack Guggenheim, P’19, P’21
Beth Niestat and Daniel Libenson, P’20, P’23
Tamar Lindenbaum ‘12 and Sabina Tilevitz
Jed Marcus and Jessica Greenbaum, P’15
Stephen and Irene Moff, P’21
H. Jonathan and Victoria Rotenstreich
David ‘88 and Betsy Seligman
Miriam Weiner and Gregg Bellows, P’24

$250 - $999
Carrie and Morris Aaron, P’17
Benjamin Amster ‘02 and Anna Robinson

Ronda ‘88 and Dan Arking, P’16, P’18, P’24
Michael Avi-Yonah ‘12
Sara (Yozma alum) and Ken Bamberger, P’20
David Bell ‘93 and Sarah Rapoport ‘05
Tamar and Tal Ben Shahar, P’24
Nancy and Cliff Berger, P’17
Jessica Bolker and Peter Bixby, P’21
Jonathan Bluth ‘94 and Katherine Steinberg
Helaine Braunig, P’92
Jon Bresman ‘90 and Nellie Zupancic
Shifra Bronznick, P’11, P’14
Sara Schwartz Chrismer ‘94 and Noah Chrismer
Julie Coffman
Michael Colson ‘87 and Merav Zehavy-Colson
Elijah Dornstreich ‘92 and Gennifer Miller 
  Dornstreich
Rabbi Laurence Edwards (Faculty)
Danielle Ellison ‘10
Rebecca Fischer
Alexander Flagg, P’23
Aaron Frank and Laura Shaw Frank, P’19
Anna and Bryan Garsten, P’22
Lisa Gersten and David Gerwin, P’13, P’17, P’22
Adi ‘02 and Yishai ‘02 Gesundheit
Amalia and Adam Haas, P’14, P’21
Karen and Neil Hart, P’17
Mara Heiman and Andrew Sunshine, P’09
David Zvi ‘04 and Yael Kalman
David Kamin ‘97 and Heather Weyrick
Andrew and Lisa Kearns
Ryder Kessler ‘03
Mojdeh Khaghan and Robert Danial, P’13
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Alana Kinarsky ‘03 and Gabriel Rosenhouse ‘01
Idit Klein ‘89 and Jordan Namerow
Rebecca Krieger ‘13
Ilya Fischhoff ‘94 and Heather Larkin
Christina Lewandowski
Laura Liebman ‘88 and Kenneth Goldstein
Sara Liss ‘96 and Avery Pack
Zach Luck ‘01 and Sara Igdaloff Luck
Scott and Emily Reisbaum Medintz, P’18
Gil and Hetty Melmed, P’23
Allen and Dianna Milewicz, P’11
Dan ‘97 and Margaret Anna Mintz
Joseph ‘03 and Keren Muller
Sarah Giller Nelson ‘92 and John Nelson
Rabbi Michael Paley (Faculty) and Anny 
Dobrejcer, P’02, P’07
Miriam Palmer-Sherman ‘01  
  and David Zachary Vaisberg
Inna ‘06 and Greg Plumb
Samuel and Sandra Rapoport, P’01, P’05
Nadya Rashkovetskaya ‘94 and 
   Alex Rashkovetsky
Clayton and Janice Rhodes, P’06
Warren Manning and Susan Rodgin, P’02, P’04
Rafi Rone and Dana Saroken, P’23
Naamah Paley Rose ‘02 and Stephen Rose
Maayan Rosenfield ‘17
Mara Safra
Eric Shapiro ‘00 and Hillary Rubesin
Adam Segal and Rona Sheramy, P’22
Max Shvedov, P’20
Michel Siegel and Jennifer Guss, P’21
Michael Siegel

Aaron and Adina Steinberg
Laurence Sprung and Yael Swica, P’23
Hod Tamir and Chaya Cohen Tamir, P’23
Avi Terry, P’99, P’02, P’07
Holly Wallack, P’88
Frederick and Sulja Warnick, P’89, P’92
Rebeca Waserstein and Jorge Hernandez, P’16
Robert and Renee Wasserman, P’23
Joshua Wnuk ‘98 and Danica Horrell-Wnuk
Daphna Yizrael

$100 - $249
Louis Aaron ‘17
Karen Alexander ‘88 and Ross Weiner, P’19
Miriam Ancis, P’12
Rabbi Hannah Kapnik Ashar ‘04 and Yoni Ashar
Asher Auel ‘98 and Jennifer Raab
Noam Awadish ‘09
Stephanie Berger ‘17
Elissa and Edward Bluth, P’91, P’94
Geoffrey ‘01 and Elizabeth Braiman
Courtney Yadoo ‘06 and Greg Burnham
Andrew Ravin and Samantha Chan, P’23
Katharine ‘02 and Peretz Cik
Elisabeth Cohen ‘01 and Warren Tusk
Naomi Danis, P’96
Raquel and Riccardo Di Capua, P’02
Susan ‘90 and Joseph M. Ditkoff
Deborah Lewittes Eigen and Edward Eigen, P’24
Robert and Catherine Einspruch, P’24
Jacqueline Koch Ellenson, P’11
Richard and Melissa Faber, P’14

Tal Feingold ‘02
Stanislav Shalunov and Marina Feygelman, P’21
Gideon Finck ‘06
Michael and Jill Fine, P’19
Jacob Finke ‘15
Elchanan Yaacov Finn ‘17
Gabriel Fisher ‘11
Edward Callaway and Amy Freeman, P’13
Aliza Gans ‘09 and Ephraim Rinsky
Jennifer and John Glazer, P’12
Grant Glazer ‘12
Elisheva Goldberg ‘05 and Judah Isseroff
Doron Goldstein ‘89
Avital Mandil ‘10 and Mario Riquelme
Dawn Hardgrave, P’09
Rachel ‘03 and Jacob Heitler
Julia ‘10 and Ellison Kandler
Judy Karin and Dan Cohen, P’14
Lara Kislinger ‘98 and Lance Jasper
Melissa Korn ‘01
Daniel Krane ‘12
David Krieger and Susan Musinsky, P’13
Ariella Kurshan ‘01
Joyce Liebman, P’88
Benjamin Magarik ‘01 and Sarah Jaïs
Orli Major ‘10 and Nathan Gelman
Sam Mamet and Judith Cassel-Mamet, P’10
Barbara Meixler, P’11, P’14
Joseph Menashe ‘88 and Deborah Musher
Joshua Meyer ‘91 and Michal Skarf
Rebecca Milder ‘91 and Ethan Bueno Mesquita
Talia Milgrom-Elcott ‘93 and Aaron Dorfman
Janel and Asher Moses, P’24
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Leah Mundell ‘90 and David Trilling
Alan and Neda Nussbaum, P’93, P’00
Rachel Nussbaum ‘93 and Noam Pianko ‘90 
Elizabeth Ochs ‘01 and Taylor Ellowitz
Evan Parks ‘05 and Eliana Dotan
Yaniv Phillips and Sharone Bergner, P’23
Jacob Pomeranz and Lynda Brodsky, P’04
David ‘92 and Maibe Ponet
Nessa Rapoport and Tobi Kahn, P’09, P’15
Joe ‘10 and Sarah Rashba
Tamar Renaud and Iain Levine, P’21
Noa Rone ‘23
Lauren ‘87 and Daniel Roth
Ira and Kate Rothstein, P’19
Nahanni Rous ‘92 and Ned Lazarus, P’24
Shawn Ruby ‘89 and Tammy Lefcourt Ruby
Debbie Rudt
Stephen Rutman ‘09
Omri Sarig ‘10
Jessica Rezak Schwab and Yoni Schwab, P’20
Tova Serkin ‘97 and Yair Yehuda
Charles and Joan Shapiro, P’00
Sandra Sheinbein, P’96, GP’24
Ella ‘88 and Samuel Shteingart, P’14
Shira Simon ‘99 and Oliver Bevan
Dana and Ronit Simon, P’97, P’99
David Sklar and Carolyn Reinglass, P’19
Heather Sokoloff ‘93 and Lev Bukhman
Risa Starr and Shepard Siegel, P’10, P’20
Jonathan Koppell and Jennifer Steen, P’24
Miriam ‘93 and Jonathan Stern
Matthew Utterback and Danielle Stillman, P’24 Above: Israeli Bogrim Panel Discussion. 
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David and Alison Wagonfeld
Abraham Waserstein ‘16
Ariel Werner ‘04 and Ari Savitzky
Joyce Wolf, P’90
Alan Zucker, P’11
Under $100
Tsion Abunie ‘07
Shir Achdut ‘21
Maor Albeck ‘06
Jacob Albert ‘06 and Margaret Katcher
Maayan-Haim Alexander ‘22
Tslil Aloni ‘07
Tamar Alpern ‘07
Elizabeth Alpert, P’87
Roni Anaki ‘13
Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld (Faculty)  
  and Shimon Anisfeld, P’15
Yasmin Ayoun ‘07
Syd Bakal ‘17
Marc and Jill Baker, P’23
Eviatar Bar Lev ‘16
Or Barkai ‘15
Nurit Muskat Barkan ‘13
Ido Muszkat Barkan ‘22
Ira Bashkow and Lise Dobrin, P’17, P’18
Avigal Be’er ‘07
Sarah Beller ‘98 and Scott Rechler
Idan Ben Moha ‘22
Paz Bendek ‘13
Tair Betito ‘21
Nathan Biller ‘10
Reut Bloch ‘21
Philip BoodmanAbove: Shabbat retreat for Israeli Alumni.
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Elihai Braun ‘01 and Alyce Thompson
Ilan Brusso ‘22
Eli Buchdahl ‘19
Yotam Burstein ‘05
Lila Chertman
Simon Chertman
Tamar Chinn ‘11
Aryeh ‘10 and Abbi Nussbaum Cohen
Rachel Cohen ‘05 and Zach Eilon
Itai Yonatan Cooper ‘17
Marley and Jonathan Cyrluk
Gali Dagan ‘22
Joshua Danziger ‘23
Lital Davidov ‘22
Goni Dayan ‘11
Raphael Delgado ‘23
Or Dembitz ‘22
Dan Dobin ‘07
Joel and Linda Dobris, P’92
Sophie Duncan
Deb Dusansky ‘87 and Larry Wexler
Mila Einspruch ‘24
Zohar Elmackias ‘21
Lidia Epel, P’90
Benjamin Epstein ‘04
Shir Mishaly Exterman ‘07
Emily Faber ‘14
Irit Feingold ‘06
Meridith Ferber
Levi Yithak Fichman ‘21
Shira ‘94 and Michael Fishman
Jackson Flagg ‘23

Lisa Flood
Ashlie Flood
Jonathan Safran Foer ‘94, P’23
Elinadav Frank ‘19
Daniel Glatzer Frankel ‘21
Sara Fridman ‘21
Benjamin Friedman ‘08
Ellie Friedman ‘23
Shikma Friedman ‘22
Mayan Furstenberg ‘21
Yael Gaash ‘22
Julie Geller ‘91 and Josh Fine
Mikaela Gerwin ‘13
Lea Gesundheit ‘07
Elisheva Gillis ‘09
Uriya Golan ‘12
Erica and Dustin Goldman
Irena Golko ‘07
Gefen Gonen ‘18
Tamar Gordon ‘92 and Josh Cahan
Abigail Greenburg
Jonathan Gribetz ‘97 and Sarit Kattan
Max Grinstein ‘23
Judah Guggenheim ‘19
Shaked Gvirtzman ‘21
Michele Hakimian
Kyle Hardgrave ‘09
Marisa Harford ‘96 and Russ Agdern
Theodore Hartman
Avital Havusha
Avichai Hershtik ‘07
Marci Horowitz

Esther Meyer Hurwitz ‘01
Yahav Iluk ‘07
Moshe Jacobs ‘07
Ethan Shenkman and Jennifer Jacobsen, P’21
Dana Juliusburger ‘15 and Elad Pahima
Yaara Kadari ‘21
Amir Karger ‘89 and Jodi Hoffman
David and Yael Kasakove, P’12
Rustin Kharrazi ‘23
Mindy Kirsh
Mira Kittner ‘17
Mason Klein ‘23
Rotem Kliger ‘12
Alexis Knapp
Paul Kogan
Shahar Kramer ‘22
Taylor Krauss ‘97 and Moriah Brier
Brett ‘90 and Tami Krichiver
Nicole and Warren Kruger, P’23
Chava Lansky ‘11
Daniel Lapidot ‘21
Roey Lapidus ‘22
Talya Lerner ‘18
Halel Levi ‘22
Eric Levin
Marina Levina
Dawn Levine
Talia Kantor Lieber ‘23
Daniel Liss ‘11
Oren Lubotzky ‘07
Michelle Lynn-Sachs ‘88 and Steve Sachs
Eitan Maagan ‘22
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Elliot ‘10 and Jasmine Mamet
Norman Mandel
Eliana Mandell ‘08
Avital Mandil ‘10 and Mario Riquelme
Jessica Meed ‘95 and Bronco Suzuki
Nava Melki
Rami Melmed ‘23
Muskat Mendelson ‘22
Adam Lichter Miron ‘21
Dafna Munk ‘21
Alina Muzychenko ‘22
Hila Naot ‘21
Miriam Niestat ‘23
Rona Nisan ‘22
Sophie Oberfield ‘96
Eitam Onn ‘21
Naftali Openheimer ‘11
Eliezer Peltz ‘08 and Lianna Brenner
Matan Perlstein ‘21
Noah Pickus and Trudi Abel, P’14
Susan Pultman ‘99 and Katie David
Jonathan Reinstein ‘22
Saul Roselaar ‘16
Raphael Rosen ‘01 and  
  Jeanette Wickelgren
Shira Rosenak ‘10
Rebecca Roth ‘18
Shai Rowen ‘21
Jodi and Gary Rudoren, P’24
Yanir Ryba and Lola Dichy, P’24
Reem Sadeh ‘07
Uri Safrai ‘01
Todd and Leah Sandman, P’18, P’21

Heather Santelli
Erin Scharff ‘99 and Josh Bendor
Andrew Joseph and Gabriele Schilz, P’20
Josephine Schizer ‘19
David Schlitt ‘99 and Sarah Zarrow
Adam ‘01 and Shira Danan
Joshua Schwartz and Eileen Solomon, P’01
Aviad Schwartz ‘05
Taryn Segal
Judith Seidel, P’16
Ealeal Semel ‘07
Hadas semo ‘22
Tamar Shalem ‘10
Tommer Shani ‘05
Miriam Sheinbein ‘96 and  
  Yaron Milgrom Elcott
Avi Shulman ‘07
Amira Shushan ‘15
Kyra Siegel ‘20
Skyler Siegel ‘10
Brent Silver ‘93
Omer Sirpad ‘07
Judah Skoff ‘96 and Becky Deitsch
Lia Sokol ‘22
Diana Somorjai ‘19
Lior Soroka ‘99
Juliana Spector ‘05
Rebecca Stein ‘09
Sarah Steinberg
Cee Strauss ‘00
Ami Striker
Olga Tashtchiev ‘21
Mika Tayeb ‘22

Kim Tepper
Tal Toren ‘15
Alon Treistman ‘22
John Glushka and Iris Tropp, P’18
Anya Tudisco ‘11
Kalman Victor ‘10
Edward Walker
Matthew Wallock ‘13
Danielle Wasserman ‘23
Roy and Marjorie Weiner, P’87
Rhona Weisman
Ayelet Wenger ‘11
Marnina Schon Wirtschafter ‘10 and  
  Micah O’Konis
Giovanna Wiseman ‘17
Daniela Woldenberg ‘22
Hadas Wolff ‘02
David Wolkenfeld ‘97 and  
  Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld
Or Chen Worcman ‘20
Mauricio Wulfovich ‘15
Avital Yafin ‘99
Omer Yavin ‘07
Naama Yifrach ‘21
Plia’a Gilis Yosef ‘07
Zachary Young ‘12
Samuel Zanbilowicz ‘23
Sandy Zaritt
Yisrael Ziegler ‘15
Orhay Zigdon ‘21
Rachel Zucker, P’16, P’18, P’24
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Above: Context Seminar with American and Israeli Fellows.
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