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Joy Harjo, “Perhaps the World Ends Here” 

The world begins at a kitchen table. No matter what, we must eat to live. 
The gifts of earth are brought and prepared, set on the table. So it has been since creation, and it will 

go on. 
We chase chickens or dogs away from it. Babies teethe at the corners. They scrape their knees under 

it. 
It is here that children are given instructions on what it means to be human. We make men at it, we 

make women. 
At this table we gossip, recall enemies and the ghosts of lovers. 
Our dreams drink coffee with us as they put their arms around our children. They laugh with us at 

our poor falling-down selves and as we put ourselves back together once again at the table. 
This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella in the sun. 
Wars have begun and ended at this table. It is a place to hide in the shadow of terror. A place to 

celebrate the terrible victory. 
We have given birth on this table, and have prepared our parents for burial here. 
At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray of suffering and remorse. We give thanks. 
Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table, while we are laughing and crying, eating of the last 

sweet bite. 
 

Babylonian Talmud, Hagigah 27b 

Rabbi Yoḥanan and Reish Lakish both 
said: When the Temple is standing the altar 
atones for a person, but now one’s table atones 
for them. 

 תיבֵּשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּ :וּהייְוַרְתַּ ירִמְאָדְּ שׁיקִלָ שׁירֵוְ ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ
 — וישָׁכְעַ ,םדָאָ לעַ רפֵּכַמְ חַבֵּזְמִ — םייָּקַ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ
 .וילָעָ רפֵּכַמְ םדָאָ לשֶׁ וֹנחָלְשֻׁ

Rashi, ad loc 
One’s table atones – through welcoming guests. ןיחרוא תסנכהב - וילע רפכמ ונחלוש:  

 
Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 55a 

Prolonging one’s time at table [is a virtue] –
because a poor person may come and receive 
food [immediately], as it is written: “The altar, 
three cubits high… (Ezekiel 41:22), and it is 
written “And he said unto me: This is the table 
that is before the Lord.” It begins with the altar 
and concludes with the table. Rather, Rabbi 
Yoḥanan and Rabbi Elazar both say: As long as 
the Temple stood, the altar atoned for 
Israel’s. Now one’s table atones for them. 

 .הּילֵ ביהֵיָוְ איָנְעַ יתֵאָ אמָלְדִּ :וֹנחָלְשֻׁ לעַ Gירִאֲמַּהַוְ
 :ביתִכְוּ ,״הַּבֹגָּ תוֹמּאַ שׁוֹלשָׁ ץעֵ חַבֵּזְמִּהַ״ :ביתִכְדִּ
 חַבֵּזְמִבְּ חתַפָּ ,״׳ה ינֵפְלִ רשֶׁאֲ ןחָלְשֻּׁהַ הזֶ ילַאֵ רבֵּדַיְוַ״
 ירִמְאָדְּ רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַוְ ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ !ןחָלְשֻׁבְּ םייֵּסִוְ

 חַבֵּזְמִ — םייָּקַ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ תיבֵּשֶׁ ןמַזְ לכׇּ :וּהייְוַרְתַּ
 רפֵּכַמְ םדָאָ לשֶׁ וֹנחָלְשֻׁ ,וישָׁכְעַוְ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ לעַ רפֵּכַמְ
 .וילָעָ

 

Tosafot, ad loc 
One’s table atones for them – great is the 
power of shared eating and bounty. 

 :)גק ףד ןירדהנס( אמיגל הלודגד .וילע רפכמ ונחלש
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 םדֶקֹ ,אטָילִדְּ קסְירִבְּ שׁדֶקֹ תלַּהִקְבִּ דחָאֶ טיָּחַ יתִיאִרָוְ

 היָהָשֶׁ וֹנחָלְשֻּׁמִ וּשׂעֲיַּשֶׁ ,אשָׁידִּקַ הרָבְחֶלַ הוָּצִ וֹתוֹמ
 וּנתְּיִ ,םידִגָבְּהַ וֹבּ חַתֵוֹמ היָהָשֶׁ ,המָּאַהָוְ ,וֹנוֹראֲ וֹתיבֵבְּ
 הזֶבְּ וֹתנָוָכַּ המַ אשָׁידִּקַ ארָבְחֶהַ וֹתוֹא וּלאֲשָׁוְ .וֹדיָבְּ
 םידִעֵ ינֵשְׁכִּ וֹל וּדיעִיָ המָּאַהָוְ ןחָלְשֻּׁהַשֶׁ ,בישִׁהֵוְ ,האָוָּצַּהַ
 ירֵשְׁאַ .וֹתּכְאלַמְ ןמִ המָוּאמְ בנַגָּ אֹל וימָיָ לכָּשֶׁ ,םינִמָאֱנֶ

לזֶגֶּ םוּשּׁמִ אֹלוְ ,וֹפּכַּ עגַיֶּמִ קרַ תוֹנהָלֵ הצֶוֹר היָהָשֶׁ וֹל ! 
 

I know of a tailor in the holy community of 
Brisk in Lithuania who instructed the Burial 
Society before his death to construct his coffin 
out of his work-table and place his measuring 
stick in his hand. When they asked him the 
reason for this request he explained that his 
work-table and yardstick were his two faithful 
witnesses that in his entire life he had never stole 
even one piece of his working materials. 
Fortunate is he for wishing to benefit only from 
the work of his hands and not from theft. 

Kitsur Shulhan Arukh no. 199 
When making a coffin, take care that the 
remnants of the boards not be used for any 
other purpose. They should be burned for fuel 
to heat the cauldron in which water is warmed 
for the ritual purification. Benevolent people, 
who in their lifetime fed the poor at their table, 
should be buried in a coffin made of boards 
from the table, as it is says, "Your righteousness 
shall go before you” (Isa. 58:8) 

 אֹלּשֶׁ ,םירִסָנְּהַ ירֵוּיּשִׁבְּ רהֵזָּלִ שׁיֵ ,ןוֹראָ ןישִׂוֹעשֶׁכְּ
 תחַתַּ ןהֶבָּ קיסִּהַלְ שׁיֵוְ ,שׁימִשְׁתַ הזֶיאֵ םהֶמֵ תוֹֹשעֲלַ
  .הרָהֳטָלְ םיִמַּהַ תאֶ םימִמְּחַמְּשֶׁ ילִכְּהַ
 תוֹשעֲלַ שיֵ ,םנָחָלְשֻׁ לעַ םייִנִעֲ וּליכִאֱהֶשֶׁ בבָלֵ יבֵוֹט
 eינֶפָלְ Gלַהָוְ ,בוּתכָּשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,ןחָלְשֻׁהַ ןמִ ןוֹראָ םהֶלָ
 .eקֶדְצִ

 

 
Douglas Kearney, “Of Agricultural Work,” 2020 

 



 
Leviticus 19:9 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not reap all the way to the edges of your 
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 
You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or gather 
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave 
them for the poor and the stranger: I am the 
Lord your God. 

ֹל םכֶ֔צְרְאַ ריצִ֣קְ־תאֶ ם֙כֶרְצְקֻבְוּֽ  e֖דְשָׂ תאַ֥פְּ הלֶּ֛כַתְ א֧
ֹל e֖רְיצִֽקְ טקֶלֶ֥וְ רצֹ֑קְלִ  טקֵּֽלַתְ א֥
ֹל e֙מְרְכַוְ ֹל e֖מְרְכַּ טרֶפֶ֥וּ ללֵ֔וֹעתְ א֣  ר֙גֵּלַוְ ינִ֤עָלֶֽ טקֵּ֑לַתְ א֣

 ׃םכֶֽיהֵולאֱ ׳ה ינִ֖אֲ םתָ֔אֹ בזֹ֣עֲתַּ
 

 
Deuteronomy 24:19 

When you reap the harvest in your field and 
overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back 
to get it; it shall go to the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow—in order that the 
Lord your God may bless you in all your 
undertakings. 
 

  הדֶשָּׂבַּ רמֶע תָּחְכַשָׁוְ eדֶשָבְ eרְיצִקְ רצקְתִ יכִּ 
  היֶהְיִ הנָמָלְאַלָוְ םוֹתיָּלַ רגֵּלַ וֹתּחְקַלְ בוּשׁתָ אל
 :eידֶיָ השֵעֲמַ לכבְּ eיהֶלאֱ 'ה eכְרֶבָיְ ןעַמַלְ

 

Mishnah Peah 1:1 
These are the things that have no definite 
quantity: The corners, first-fruits; [offerings] on 
appearing [during pilgrimage festivals], works 
of kindness, and the study of Torah. The 
following are the things for which one enjoys 
the fruits in this world while the principal 
remains in the world to come: honoring one’s 
father and mother, works of kindness, and 
bringing peace between two people. The study 
of Torah is equal to them all. 

 ,םירִוּכּבִּהַוְ ,האָפֵּהַ .רוּעשִׁ םהֶלָ ןיאֵשֶׁ םירִבָדְ וּלּאֵ
 םירִבָדְ וּלּאֵ .הרָוֹתּ דוּמלְתַוְ ,םידִסָחֲ תוּלימִגְוּ ,ןוֹיאָרֵהָוְ

 וֹל תמֶיֶּקַ ןרֶקֶּהַוְ הזֶּהַ םלָוֹעבָּ ןהֶיתֵוֹרפֵּ לכֵוֹא םדָאָשֶׁ
 תאַבָהֲוַ ,םידִסָחֲ תוּלימִגְוּ ,םאֵוָ באָ דוּבּכִּ .אבָּהַ םלָוֹעלָ
  :םלָּכֻּ דגֶנֶכְּ הרָוֹתּ דוּמלְתַוְ ,וֹרבֵחֲלַ םדָאָ ןיבֵּ םוֹלשָׁ

 

 
Mishnah Peah 1:2 

One should not leave a pe’ah of less than one-
sixtieth. They said, “there is no definite quantity 
for pe’ah,” but everything depends upon the size 
of the field, the number of poor people, and 
the extent of the yield. 

 ןיאֵ וּרמְאָשֶׁ יפִּ לעַ ףאַוְ ,םישִּׁשִּׁמִ האָפֵּלַ ןיתִחֲוֹפּ ןיאֵ
 ,םייִּנִעֲהָ ברֹ יפִלְוּ ,הדֶשָּׂהַ לדֶגֹ יפִלְ לכֹּהַ .רוּעשִׁ האָפֵּלַ
 :הוָנָעֲהָ ברֹ יפִלְוּ

 

 
Babylonian Talmud, Yevamot 47a 

It was taught: we say to one who comes to 
convert in the present time… 
We tell them some of the less stringent 
commandments, and some of the more 

 …הזֶּהַ ןמַזְבִּ רייֵּגַּתְהִלְ אבָּשֶׁ רגֵּ :ןנַבָּרַ וּנתָּ
 תוֹצְמִ תצָקְמִוּ תוֹלּקַ תוֹצְמִ תצָקְמִ וֹתוֹא ןיעִידִוֹמוּ

 רשַׂעְמַוּ האָפֵוּ החָכְשִׁ טקֶלֶ ןוֹעֲ וֹתוֹא ןיעִידִוֹמוּ ,תוֹרוּמחֲ
 יוֵהֱ :וֹל םירִמְוֹא .תוֹצְמִ לשֶׁ ןשָׁנְעׇ וֹתוֹא ןיעִידִוֹמוּ .ינִעָ
 יאִ — בלֶחֵ תָּלְכַאָ ,וֹז הדָּמִלְ תָאבָּ אֹלּשֶׁ דעַשֶׁ עַדֵוֹי



stringent ones, and we inform them of the sin 
of [neglecting] gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and 
the corners of one’s field, and the poor 
person’s tithe. 

 שׁוּנעָ התָּאַ יאִ — תבָּשַׁ תָּלְלַּחִ .תרֵכָּ שׁוּנעָ התָּאַ
 תָּלְלַּחִ ,תרֵכָּ שׁוּנעָ — בלֶחֵ תָּלְכַאָ ,וישָׁכְעַוְ .הלָיקִסְ
  .הלָיקִסְ שׁוּנעָ — תבָּשַׁ

 

 
Deuteronomy 26:1-2 

When you enter the land that your God is 
giving you as a heritage, and you possess it and 
dwell in it, you shall take some of every first 
fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the 
land that your God is giving you, put it in a 
basket and go to the place where your God will 
choose to establish the divine name. 

 e֖לְ ןתֵ֥נֹ eיהֶ֔וֹלאֱ ׳ה ר֙שֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֔הָ־לאֶ אוֹב֣תָ־יכִּֽ ה֙יָהְָו
  ׃הּבָּֽ תָּבְשַׁ֥יָוְ הּתָּ֖שְׁרִיוִֽ הלָ֑חֲנַ
 e֛צְרְאַמֵֽ איבִ֧תָּ רשֶׁ֨אֲ המָ֗דָאֲהָ ירִ֣פְּ־לכׇּ ׀ תישִׁ֣ארֵמֵ תָּ֞חְקַלָוְ

־לאֶ תָּ֙כְלַהָֽוְ אנֶטֶּ֑בַ תָּ֣מְשַׂוְ Gלָ֖ ןתֵ֥נֹ eיהֶ֛ולאֱ ׳ה רשֶׁ֨אֲ
  ׃םשָֽׁ וֹמ֖שְׁ ןכֵּ֥שַׁלְ eיהֶ֔ולאֱ ׳ה ר֙חַבְיִ רשֶׁ֤אֲ םוֹק֔מָּהַ

 
 

Rashi 
When you go into your field see for the first 
time that year a fig that has ripened, you bind a 
piece of straw round it as an indication and say 
“Lo, this is bikkurim.” 

 הנָאֵתְ האֶוֹרוְ וּהדֵשָׂ Gוֹתלְ דרֵוֹי םדָאָ .תישארמ
 וֹז ירֵהֲ" רמֵוֹאוְ ןמָיסִלְ ימִגְּ הָילֶעָ Gרֵוֹכ ,הרָכְּבִּשֶׁ
 :)'ג םירוכב ;ירפס( "םירִוּכּבִ

 

 
Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra 9a 

Rav Huna says: We examine one who asks for 
food, but not one who asks for clothing… 
Rav Yehudah says: We examine one who asks 
for clothing, but not one who asks for food… 

 

 ןיִקְדֹוּב ןיֵאְו ,תֹונֹוזְמִל ןיִקְדֹוּב :אָנּוה בַר רַמָא

 …תּוסְכִל
 ןיִקְדֹוּב ןיֵאְו ,תּוסְכִל ןיִקְדֹוּב :רַמָא הָדּוהְי בַרְו
 תֹונֹוזְמִל

 
3. Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 11a 

It was also taught: When the community is 
suffering, one may not say: I will go to my 
home and I will eat and drink, and peace be 
upon you, my soul… One who is distressed 
together with the community will merit seeing 
the consolation of the community. 
 

 רמַאֹי לאַ ,רעַצַבְּ יוּרשָׁ רוּבּצִּהַשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּ :+דַּיאִ איָנְתַּ 
  .ישִׁפְנַ +יִלַעָ םוֹלשָׁוְ ,התֶּשְׁאֶוְ לכַוֹאוְ ,יתִיבֵלְ +לֵאֵ :םדָאָ

 תמַחָנֶבְּ האֶוֹרוְ הכֶוֹז — רוּבּצִּהַ םעִ וֹמצְעַ רעֵצַמְהַ לכׇוְ 
 .רוּבּצִ

 
Yalkut, tehilim no. 883 

“We wept” (Ps. 137:1). What did they see, 
causing them to cry by the rivers of Babylon? 
Rabbi Yohanan said: The Euphrates slew more 

 יבר ,לבב תורהנ לע תוכבל לארשי ואר המ .וניכב םג
 גרהש הממ רתוי לארשיב תרפ םהב גרה רמא ןנחוי
 ויה אל ץראב םייורש ויהשכ ,עשרה רצאנדכובנ

 ימימו םילזונ ימימו םימשג ימימ אלא םיתוש



of the children of Israel than the wicked 
Nebuchadnezzar had slain. While the children 
of Israel were living in the Land of Israel, they 
drank only rainwater, running water, or spring 
water. But when they were exiled to Babylon, 
they had to drink the water of the Euphrates, 
and many of them died. Therefore, they cried 
for those murdered by their enemies, and for 
those killed along the way by the Euphrates. 
Not only this, but Nebuchadnezzar sat in his 
boat with all of his crops and ministers, along 
with all sorts of musicians, as it says, “From 
ships the Chaldeans shall raise their voice in 
song” (Isa. 43:14). 
 

 ,םיתמו תרפמ םימ ותש לבבל ולגש ןויכו תוניעמ
 םהיביוא םהב וגרהש םיגורהה לע םיכוב ויה ךכיפל
 םהב גרהש םיגורהה לעו ךרדב ותמש םיתמה לעו
 הניפסב בשוי רצאנדכובנ היהש אלא דוע אלו ,תרפ
 רמאנש רמז ינימ לכ םהמעו וירש לכו וילודג לכו אוה
 ”םתנר תוינאב םידשכ“

 

 


