Session #2: Of Fields and Tables - Community and Connection
Ariel Evan Mayse

Joy Harjo, “Perhaps the World Ends Here”

The world begins at a kitchen table. No matter what, we must eat to live.

The gifts of earth are brought and prepared, set on the table. So it has been since creation, and it will
go on.

We chase chickens or dogs away from it. Babies teethe at the corners. They scrape their knees under
1t.

It is here that children are given instructions on what it means to be human. We make men at it, we
make women.

At this table we gossip, recall enemies and the ghosts of lovers.

Our dreams drink coffee with us as they put their arms around our children. They laugh with us at
our poor falling-down selves and as we put ourselves back together once again at the table.

This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella in the sun.

Wars have begun and ended at this table. It is a place to hide in the shadow of terror. A place to
celebrate the terrible victory.

We have given birth on this table, and have prepared our parents for burial here.

At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray of suffering and remorse. We give thanks.

Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table, while we are laughing and crying, eating of the last
sweet bite.

Babylonian Talmud, Hagigah 27b

Rabbi Yohanan and Reish Lakish both IY 10T NN OIANT VP2 ¥ NN 01
said: When the Temple is standing the altar — VY2V, DTN Y 192D N3N — DN TR0
atones for a person, but now one’s table atones 2Y 1220 DTN DY MY
for them.

Rashi, ad loc

One’s table atones — through welcoming guests. JPNIN NDIDNA - PHY 9510 DAY

Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 55a

Prolonging one’s time at table [is a virtue] — P2 D) NIYONN NDIT : DHPY DY PINHD)
because a poot person may come and receive (N ,D2) NN VDY \Y NIVID : DNIT
food [immediately], as it is written: “The altar, njmj’_?);?_r’ :g’;ﬁb’;ﬁ%;‘?’b\:’;—_’} ?1}’n’3$;§'1%’;
thr.ee cubits high.. . (Ezekiel 41:22?, gnd it is NI — D»D YTDPN 73;’3.1\.’.).])_9:5 95 13N
written “And he said unto me: This is the table 1950 DTN b\’) 1305@ DY ,581'\*_5? 5y 1991
that is before the Lord.” It begins with the altar ' T o ' 9y
and concludes with the table. Rather, Rabbi

Yohanan and Rabbi Elazar both say: As long as

the Temple stood, the altar atoned for

Israel’s. Now one’s table atones for them.

Tosafot, ad loc

One’s table atones for them — great is the (:2P 97T PITMD) XD NOVTIT PDY 1950 NNOV
power of shared eating and bounty.



Kav ha-Yashar, no. 46

I know of a tailor in the holy community of O7P ,NVIT PO UIP NZNPA THN VN MTINT)

Brisk in Lithuania who instructed the Burial mny 1)!’\‘7\’))3 WY NYTR T‘:mb M3 NN
NHY ,0°1HAN 12 NNIN MDY ,MIND) 1IN im32

Society before his death to construct his coffin
132 N2 NN RYITR Nﬁlﬁﬁ ININ 17N\’)1 gma

out of h1§ work-table and place his measuring DTy Y2 19 1P 7 nIND) 1“5\’)7\’) DYD NIND
stick in his hand. When they asked him the ,—“;)N 13’132‘{5)3 ”m jD]Nn :u) Nb 1’)3’ bD\’) D,JDNJ

reason for this request he explained that his 51) DIYN N9Y,192 YN P ym—b Y1 —p—w) 551
work-table and yardstick were his two faithful

witnesses that in his entire life he had never stole
even one piece of his working materials.
Fortunate is he for wishing to benefit only from
the work of his hands and not from theft.

Kitsur Shulhan Arukh no. 199

When making a coffin, take care that the NPV , DD 7PV IR ¥ 1IN PRIvYD
remnants of the boards not be used for any NP 102 | PPNY ¥ YYD NPN DNN NIVYT

other purpose. They should be burned for fuel VY D’D‘) NN DRENBY 7720
. ) . nivys v mnb\v Sy DMy wmmw 229210
to heat the cauldron in which water is warmed

. e "9 ?ﬂ] MDY 10D NPYD I 11 D2
for the ritual purification. Benevolent people, 3R7 720 P9 952, 1079 12) Etraty

who in their lifetime fed the poor at their table,
should be buried in a coffin made of boards

from the table, as it is says, "Your righteousness
shall go before you” (Isa. 58:8)

Douglas Kearney, “Of Agricultural Work,” 2020
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Leviticus 19:9
When you reap the hatvest of your land, you 7Y NNS NHIN NY DIXIN VPN DI¥PI)

shall not reap all the way to the edges of your X OR2N N7 TV 01751 1392
1221292 VRN N7 31972 VI D2WN N7 7072)

tield, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 7 E
:DMION N N DN 2TYN

You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or gather
the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave
them for the poor and the stranger: I am the

Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 24:19
When you reap the harvest in your field and NTY2 Y DNOYI TV TPIR INPN D
overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back M NPIN) DINY2 M2 IANPY IV N
to get it; it shall go to the stranger, the T NDWYN D02 PRON N 7737 W07

fathetless, and the widow—in order that the
Lord your God may bless you in all your
undertakings.

Mishnah Peah 1:1
These are the things that have no definite ,02719210) ,NINID . NYY DN PRY 0127 N
quantity: The corners, first-fruits; [offerings] on D137 9K AR Tinbm ,0>To0 MPON 1PN
1 IR 1p0) N0 D712 1PN Y2IN DTRY
NI ,0°TON MYNY 0N AN T2 .NID DIV
: D22 )2 NN TINYN ,172N2 DTN P2 DIVY

appearing [during pilgrimage festivals], works
of kindness, and the study of Torah. The
following are the things for which one enjoys
the fruits in this world while the principal
remains in the world to come: honoring one’s
father and mother, works of kindness, and
bringing peace between two people. The study
of Torah is equal to them all.

Mishnah Peah 1:2
One should not leave a pe’ah of less than one- PN ITNY 29 DY N ,DIWYN NNDY PNNID PN
sixtieth. They said, “there is no definite quantity /OINYN 27°971,NTWN0 DX 297 DDD WY N2
for pe’ah,” but everything depends upon the size MY 2797
of the field, the number of poor people, and

the extent of the yield.

Babylonian Talmud, Yevamot 47a

It was taught: we say to one who comes to TR YYD PANNY NAY ) 1 N2 ND
convert in the present time... NIYN NEPNI NZP NMIYN NEPN ININ PYTIN
We tell them some of the less stringent VYN IR NNV LR 1Y INIX PY TIN NN

MM -39 DN ) 1 YVY ININ PYVTINY
commandments, and some of the more 1) 17 DIIN YD FY Y IMIN PYTID 22y

N — 290 YN, T NTHY NG N9V TYY YT



stringent ones, and we inform them of the sin YNY NAN X — NIAY NN NI UNY NN
YIN , N2 YNY — 29N YN, PYIY) .NPPD

of [neglecting] gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and
NP0 VY — N2y

the corners of one’s field, and the poor
person’s tithe.

Deuteronomy 26:1-2

When you enter the land that your God is 9303 PPN N YN NIRDON RIADD 7))
giving you as a heritage, and you possess it and M3 DAY ANV NN
dwell in it, you shall take some of every first AN NOAN N NHTND 1902 [ YN Hnp?)

“ON D290 N2 DRV T2 100 TN N N

fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the TE el e X ; . y
1DV 1Y 1297 PN N IND IR DIPNRD

land that your God is giving you, put it in a
basket and go to the place where your God will
choose to establish the divine name.

Rashi
When you go into your field see for the first MND NN INTY TINJ 779 DTN YR
time that year a fig that has ripened, you bind a IO IMINY YOI 003 7P2Y 711D ,N792Y
piece of straw round it as an indication and say : (") ©>1192;°790) 7D>)192

“Lo, this is bikkurim.”

Babylonian Talmud, Bava Batra 9a

Rav Huna says: We examine one who asks for PP PR DONNDD PRI RN 2T NN
food, but not one who asks for clothing... ..o
Rav Yehudah says: We examine one who asks PP PN, MDD PRI AN NN A7)
for clothing, but not one who asks for food... manmo

3. Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 11a

It was also taught: When the community is NN 78 ,UNA MY HANNY D12 TR RN
suffering, one may not say: T will go to my l\ygg -I'I_n;’ Di'?\:J'! ’nnwm '7:_]iN! ’I].']I;? ']'7N :D-BS
home and I will eat and drink, and peace be

upon you, my soul... One who is distressed o)A NRN) NQIT — A oY Yy wyng 2|

together with the community will merit seeing MY
the consolation of the community.
Yalkut, tehilim no. 883
“We wept” (Ps. 137:1). What did they see, 19,922 MIN DY MDD KNIV INT NN IO D)
causing them to cry by the rivers of Babylon? NNV 1D NP INIWII NI DN 3N N PNV

PN RY YIND DIV PIYI ,YWIN INITIII)

Rabbi Yohanan said: The Euphrates slew more
991 DTN MDD DIV MDD KON DMV



of the children of Israel than the wicked
Nebuchadnezzar had slain. While the children
of Israel were living in the Land of Israel, they
drank only rainwater, running water, or spring
water. But when they were exiled to Babylon,
they had to drink the water of the Euphrates,
and many of them died. Therefore, they cried
for those murdered by their enemies, and for
those killed along the way by the Euphrates.
Not only this, but Nebuchadnezzar sat in his
boat with all of his crops and ministers, along
with all sorts of musicians, as it says, “From
ships the Chaldeans shall raise their voice in
song” (Isa. 43:14).
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